Declare API Calls

The fine folks at Microsoft have a .dll called “WinInet”. It provides you with internet functionality. We’re going to make some API calls to that .dll and take advantage of their code. Let’s think about this for a second. Using this method, you will be able to make API calls from TSQL!

To start, fire up VB Studio and add an Active X DLL project. You’ll be right in the code window. Add the FTP_SQLDLL.cls to your project. Right click on the project and choose properties. Change it’s name to FTP_SQLTEAM. Do not use spaces, make sure you use the underscore. Spaces bad,underscore, good. Make sure the Instancing property is set to Multi Use. Now we’re ready to write some code, but first I’ll explain what we’re going to do. 

The top section of our code window, we see several Private calls to API functions. Notice that they are private, meaning they can only be referenced internally by the component. We need to create a public interface for them, which is what we’re doing in the bottom half of the code window. I’ve commented each of the public functions to give you an idea of what each one is used for. Note here that there are several other functions in the Wininet.dll, but I’m only using a few to keep it simple. We could also include some validation code, but again, I’m going for simplicity here, but if you’re going write this for a production application, you should definitely include error handling.

‘Private call to API

Private Declare Function InternetOpen Lib "wininet.dll" Alias "InternetOpenA" _

(ByVal sAgent As String, ByVal lAccessType As Long, ByVal sProxyName As String, _

ByVal sProxyBypass As String, ByVal lFlags As Long) As Long

‘Public Interface

'Establishes a connection to the internet. It will return a 0 if it fails, otherwise,

'it will return a value of type long which is the connection handle.

Public Function Open_Internet(Alias, accesstype, proxy, bypass, flags) As Long

Open_Internet = InternetOpen(Alias, accesstype, proxy, bypass, flags)

End Function

Making the FTP_SQLTEAM.DLL

On the file menu, right click and choose “Make FTP_SQLTEAM.DLL”. This will compile the .dll for you. That’s it. Pretty simple. Now we can test it out.

Testing the .dll

The nice part is that if you’re testing this on the same machine as your VB Studio, you already have the .dll registered for you. If you are putting this on your server then follow these steps.

Copy the .dll to your server. I prefer to keep my .dll files in Winnt\System folder. Now, from a command line, type in Regsvr32.exe <DLL PATH>\DLLNAME.dll to register the our dll. Here, we have 2 choices to see how this works. 

